Ann Tovell and Bryan Gandevia continued in nominal existence to the present day. This society published its first library catalogue in I863, listing some 300 items, excluding periodicals. As this catalogue is less rare, and as the earlier purchases are those of greatest interest, we have not incorporated it in the present list in its entirety. However, we have included purchases of 1855 and i856, while works already listed because they were purchased by one of the other libraries have been indicated, where appropriate, as also in the possession of the Medical Society of Victoria. In this way, a reasonably accurate picture of the holdings in Melbourne and Sydney up to about I856 is presented, and the indication of the number of locations of a book gives some idea of the works in special demand. It may be pointed out that problems of distance and communication meant that the libraries of the two centres functioned quite independently.
As the contemporary records of the books ordered often provide no more than the author's name and the subject, we The books are listed under broad subject headings for convenient reference and rapid assessment; occasionally a book appears under two headings. Table i shows, in summary, the number of books ordered on various subjects, and again minor numerical discrepancies compared with the list itself occur when a book has been included under more than one heading. It is notable that over 20 per cent of the purchases were devoted to the basic sciences of anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, pathology and biology, while further works of an 'academic' character are not infrequent in other sections (notably, for example, under 'Neurology and Related Subjects'). This proportion is impressive in the virtual absence of the stimulus provided by medical schools, teaching hospitals or active research, and in a society which was in all things eminently practical in its outlook. In Melbourne at least it was this progressive outlook which was to enable the foundation of a medical school in the University within the next few years. In other respects, the emphasis given to certain subjects is understandable as reflecting either the special medical problems of a colonial community or the fields in which rapid advancement of knowledge was occurring. The 'Historical Works' amount to about I5 per cent of the total, although, as indicated above, this figure is a little inflated by the inclusion of some donated books of relatively recent date. However, about a quarter of these books, mostly those published between 1840 and i856, were deliberately purchased. All the publications prior to i 8oo were donations; the presence of some items of interest and value shows the faith of the donors in the permanence and the importance of the libraries. That this faith was not wholly justified, unfortunately, is indicated by the fact that we have not been able to trace all the items listed, including some of those most valuable today to a young country with limited medico-historical resources. 62 WALKER, A. The nervous system, anatomical and physiological. I834. (AM) 
